11th January 2010.
At first I thought, “There is no news this week – everything has been cancelled due to the weather and most people, like myself, have not been out of the village for a whole week.” Yes, just one sentence, but that cannot be so.

Indeed, the snow, ice and bitter winds have had an effect upon village life. Apart from deliveries of papers, coal and mail, there has been little traffic in and out of the village in recent days or even weeks except for people with essential jobs and journeys. Many clubs and societies and the market have had to delay their new year start, some schools have been closed and the school buses have not been able to get into the village anyway.

The weather has taken its toll with traffic accidents and falls for the elderly and young alike.

However, not all is doom and gloom. This afternoon I took a stroll round the village, meeting fellow dog-walkers and hearing the excited sounds of children’s laughter and squeals as they enjoyed their sledging and snowballing.
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I met the Linzell children from Overlangs – Callum, Anna and Megan having a whale of a time. Further up the hill I met the Jarvis family returning from the “ski slopes” above Wonwell Beach. They looked chilly and tired but extremely happy and assured me that they had wonderful photos of all 3 generations of their family on the snow – though not quite all on the same sledge at the same time! I suspect there might be some winning entries for the next Produce Show somewhere along the line here!

It has been a time for the birds, too. I had been busy putting out food and water for the birds, but must admit that I didn’t look carefully enough. Our nearest neighbour, Mike Torrens, arrived with photos of Redwings, Winter visitors, in our garden. We have enjoyed seeing Mistle Thrushes, Goldfinches and many other species of birds usually more shy than others, forced by the Winter blasts to venture closer.

The Britannia Beagles from Dartmouth enjoyed a day’s hunting at the National Trust Scobbiscombe Farm a fortnight ago, but sadly the Modbury Harriers had to cancel their meet at the Dolphin Inn, Kingston last Saturday.

Perhaps we can all take a few quiet moments by the fire after the excesses of the season and think ahead of warmer Summer days to come!

