10th November 2008  
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The Remembrance service was held at St Lawrence, Bigbury, last Sunday. A good turn-out of people, despite the windy, wet weather, paid respect to our servicemen and women of yesteryear and the present day. Fundraising had been a priority of the Royal British Legion in this area of Bigbury, Ringmore and Kingston, and it is always well-received and supported, villagers of all ages wearing their poppies with pride.
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  As always, the Operation Christmas Child Appeal has been well-supported and a total of 78 shoe-boxes are now ready for collection, and this again includes contributions from all three of our local parishes. Organiser, Jennie Stanley, wanted to thank all the helpers and kind people who had given for the boxes and in particular those who had contributed money in order for the boxes to be sent to their destinations in Eastern Europe and Africa.

  On the theme of Christmas, there is much to look forward to. You can order your special, local, free-range turkey from the Walters family at Scobbiscombe Farm on 01548 810259. They are always extremely popular and are to be recommended.

  Jan Male and Geoff Smith at the Dolphin Inn have now begun the annual raffle which runs from now until Christmas and always brings gasps of excitement as the draw takes place. The first special event of the season is next Friday evening when Steak and Ale pie will be served for £6.95 to the accompanying music of “Hogwash”. Do be sure to book as it will be popular, I am sure.

   The next meeting for the Christmas Tree Festival will take place at 8 p.m. on Thursday 27 November in the church. Many clubs, societies and associations have already committed themselves to supporting this new event, but there will still be room for any others that may still be interested and haven’t yet come forward. Also, everyone can “do their bit” as there will be a stall of Christmas goodies such as home-made chutneys, jams, cakes and all contributions will be most gratefully received as all money raised will be going towards the church and local charities. After all, giving is what Christmas is all about.

